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SUMMIT IN HELSINKI 


WITH PUTIN, TRUMP 
QUESTIONS U.S. INTEL 


HELSINKI (AP) — In an extraor- 
dinary embrace of a longtime U.S. 
enemy, President Donald Trump 
on Monday openly questioned his 
own intelligence agencies’ finding 
that Russia meddled in the 2016 
U.S. election to his benefit, seem- 
ing to accept Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s insistence that 
Moscow’s hands were clean. 

The reaction back home was im- 
mediate and visceral, even among 


President seems 

to accept Russian 

leaders word on 
election interference 
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Members of both parties 
criticize Trump's remarks. 


fellow Republicans. “Shameful,” 
“disgraceful,” “bizarre,” were a 
few of the comments. Makes the 
U.S. “look like a pushover,” said 
GOP Sen. Bob Corker of Tennessee. 

Several Midlands lawmakers, 
all Republicans, issued statements 
critical of Russia but most were 
less harsh on Trump. The most 
pointed words from the group 
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President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin during their press conference on Monday. Despite U.S. 
intelligence findings, Trump noted that Putin was “extremely strong and powerful in his denial” of election meddling. 


What to know about the giant 
wasps popping up in local yards 


This image shows the wasps close to their true size. 


By MICHAEL O’CONNOR 
WORLD-HERALD STAFF WRITER 


These guys are the jumbo jets of 
wasps. 

They’re called cicada-killer 
wasps, and they’ve drawn more 
concern from people in the Omaha 
area the past few summers, said 
Jonathan Larson, an entomolo- 
gist with Nebraska Extension for 
Douglas County. They emerged 
here in the last few weeks. 

They are Nebraska’s biggest 
wasp, with females measuring 2 
inches and males 1⁄2 inches, big 


enough to send gardeners and back- 
yard barbecuers ducking for cover. 

“They are quite menacing,” Lar- 
son said. “People see them and are 
frightened.” 

But the wasps are generally harm- 
less to people. Still, the Nebraska 
Extension office is getting plenty of 
calls about the intimidating insect. 
Here’s what you need to know. 

Do they sting? 

Females have stingers but are too 
busy building their nests and killing 
cicadas to bother you. If you were 
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JODY GREEN 
A male cicada-killer wasp, left, and a female, right. 


U.S. SENATE SEAT 
Ricketts says 
he has no 
plans to run 
against Sasse 


Governor looks to dispel 
rumor that he would 
take on fellow Republican 


By MARTHA STODDARD 
WORLD-HERALD BUREAU 


LINCOLN — Gov. Pete Ricketts 
denied speculation on Monday that 
he might challenge U.S. Sen. Ben 
Sasse in two years. 

The governor also ruled out run- 
ning for the office even if Sasse de- 
cides against seeking re-election 
in 2020. 

“If I’m fortunate enough to be 
re-elected, I plan to be governor 
for the whole term,” Ricketts told 
reporters, adding later that he has 
the “best job in the world.” 

The Republican governor is 
running for a second term in the 
state’s top office this year. If he 
wins, he would be barred by the 
Nebraska Constitution from seek- 
ing a third term in office. 

His Democratic opponent 
State Sen. Bob Krist of Omaha. 

Questions about Ricketts’ inten- 
tions arose after Politico reported 
that supporters of President Don- 
ald Trump were seeking a primary 
challenger for Sasse, a GOP sen- 
ator who has been an outspoken 
critic of the president. 

Sasse’s office gave no answers 
Monday in response to questions 
about whether he plans to run for 
a second six-year term. But there 
are indications that he’s gearing up 
for a re-election bid, including his 
recent hiring of a political staffer, 
according to Politico. 

Earlier in the day, Nebraska’s 
junior senator blasted Trump for 
comments made during a press 
conference with Russian Presi- 
dent Vladimir Putin. Trump cast 
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WIKILEAKS AND DNC HACK 


Seth Rich 
conspiracy 
theory undercut 
by indictment 


WASHINGTON (AP) — At the 
beginning of 2017, one of Julian 
Assange’s biggest media boosters 
traveled to the WikiLeaks found- 
er’s refuge inside the Ecuadorean 
Embassy in London and asked him 
where he got the leaks that shook 
up the U.S. presidential election 
only months earlier. 

Fox News host Sean Hannity 
pointed straight to the purloined 
emails from the Democratic Na- 
tional Committee and Hillary Clin- 
ton’s campaign chairman. 

“Can you say to the American 
people, unequivocally, that you did 
not get this information about the 
DNC, John Podesta’s emails, can 
you tell the American people 1,000 
percent you did not get it from 
Russia or anybody associated with 
Russia?” 

“Yes,” Assange said. “We can 
say — we have said repeatedly — 
over the last two months that our 
source is not the Russian govern- 
ment and it is not a state party.” 

The Justice Department’s in- 


Slaying outside restaurant 


Two brothers shot, one fatally, 
were defending a friend, fiancée 
of one brother says. Midlands 
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UNO hockey schedule Weather 
The Mavericks will face a tough High: 84 Low: 67 
nonconference lineup as well as Partly sunny 
past NCAA champions. Sports Details: 5B 
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dictment Friday of 12 Russian mil- 
itary intelligence officers under- 
mines those denials. 

And if the criminal charges 
are proved, it would show that 
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